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gree. If then this does not please us, but we must rather
bring it under a kind of energy, as was said before $ and of
energies, some are necessary and chosen for the sake of
something else, others are chosen for their own sakes ; it is
evident that we must consider happiness to be one of those
which are chosen for their own sakes, and not on^ of those
which are chosen for sake of something else : for happiness
is in want of nothing, but is self-sufficient.

3. Now those energies -are chosen for their own sakes,
from which nothing additional is sought for beyond the
energy. But actions done according to virtue seem to be
such $ (for the performance of noble and excellent acts is
amongst things chosen for their own sakes :) and of amuse-
ments, those which are pleasant : for men do not choose these
for sake of any thing else; for they are rather injured by
them than benefited, since they neglect their persons and pro-
perty. But many of those who are called happy fly to such
pastimes as these: wherefore those who have a good turn
for such pastimes as these are in favour with kings ; for they
make themselves agreeable in those things which the others
desire 5 and such are the men that they require. These
things therefore seem to belong to happiness, because those
who are in power pass their leisure in them. But such men
are perhaps no proof; for virtue does not consist in having
power, nor does intellect, from which two things good ener-
gies proceed 5 nor if these men, who have never tasted real
and liberal pleasure, fly to bodily pleasures, must we there-
fore think that these pleasures are more eligible; for chil-
dren think that those things which are esteemed by them
are the best. It is reasonable therefore to suppose, that as
different things appear honourable to children and to men,
so also they do to the bad and the good. Wherefore, as, we
have said very often, those things are honourable and plea-
sant which are so to the good xnan. But to every man that
energy is most eligible which accords with his peculiar habit;
and therefore to the good man, that which accords with vir-
tue. Consequently happiness does not consist in amusement $
for it is absurd that the end should be amusement; and that